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   HOW-TO doctrine for Christians

 An attempt was made to write this for the edification of all believers,

    newborn again believers as well as those of long enduring faith.

What doctrine should I know as a born again Christian ?

“Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God.

  He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.

  If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine,

  receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed:”

As easy as it may be to turn your ears away from this,

if you only search out one doctrine, let it be this one.

Gracious heavenly Father,

Great is Thy name forever and ever. Amen.

Lord, I ask your special guidance over the words which I now write.

We come before Thee, only through the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ,

that we may receive Thy word, which is life.

We hold Thee to be faithful in Thy every promise.

Guide us, Lord, and let us forever be in prayer, in our hearts and in our actions.

Thank You, Father, for new life and for the mercy and grace we receive through perfect love

which was shown to us through the gift of Thy only Son for us.

Thank You, Lord, for allowing us the opportunity to call You our eternal Father.

Thank You, Lord Jesus, for loving us so much. We love You, Lord Jesus, with all our hearts.

We do accept your promise to guide us into all truth, Lord, through Your Spirit.

We come to You now and ask that You keep us in humility and

in complete reliance upon You so that You might direct each of our hearts into those things

which You have prepared for us through grace.

Let each, that reads them know that I, and all men, have no knowledge of our own but only that which is given from You. Help each to know that I can and do err oft and in my writing also.

Help each to use the discernment You provide to pass over any and all err that I introduce and

to come to the knowledge and understanding of Your pure truth.

Bring, to each heart, Lord, the remembrance of Your promise to guide us by Your Holy Spirit and

help us to DO all that we learn, that our hearts might remain open and sensitive to Your leading.

The gospels according to Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.

The books of Acts and Hebrews.

What do we know about the “context” of these ?

Are these “transitional”, “dispensational”, or both ? 

If you don’t fully know what these three terms mean, please do not continue on

until you have a good understanding of them.

In other words, STOP HERE NOW !

There should be NO doctrine built outside of the leading of the Holy Spirit.

I pray you have only built your doctrine through His leading but

I pray more fervently that He has come upon you.

It is very important to your faith and spiritual growth and reward that you do NOT

place your most holy faith in ANY doctrine outside of His divine guidance.

“But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost,

 Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.”
Every man should build his own doctrine upon that foundation laid in your heart.

 “But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon.

For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”

Yes, “every man” should build “his” own doctrine !

Any time I mention “every man” or “his”, just as in the Bible(KJV), this will often depict “mankind” and not the specific male gender, for we are all the bride of Christ.

Always look at “context”. Any time I mention the words “your”, or “our”, etc.,

please know that when referring to “ownership”, I mean only to “your” responsibility for “stewardship” of that which is given to you by God. He owns all, but entrusts some to you and me that we may be His good stewards.

Again, each and every born again believer should build his own doctrine.

Yet again, each and every born again believer should build his own doctrine.

Have you allowed someone else to build your doctrine ?

If so, you likely did not do this intentionally, but did so because no one ever

cared or knew enough to tell you what God says about how you should

build your own doctrine. All doctrine is His, but you are His steward.

Will you “accept by faith” the “traditions of men” or will you “take heed” ?

 “But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon.

 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.
 Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble;

 Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire;

 and the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is.

 If any man’s work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.

 If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.”

You may say, “I have faith, so I don’t NEED the work of building my own doctrine

because whatever my doctrine is, I myself SHALL be saved.”

If you are born again and have His Spirit, YES, verily, even so, you shall be saved,
but …

Do you want to suffer loss ? I pray not.

Do you want to study to show yourself approved ?

Do you want to have any treasure in heaven ?

Do you want to appear naked before your Lord ?

Do you want the Lord to say, “Well done, good and faithful servant;” ?
Do you NEED this work ? No. But do you really want to have a dead faith ?

“I will show thee my faith by my works.”
Building up your doctrine is important work. How important ?

“Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them:

for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee.”
So, exactly how important do you think God says the building of your doctrine it is ?

Are you endwelt by the Holy Ghost ? Does His Spirit bear witness with your spirit ?

“Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.”

How long has it been since you allowed the Holy Spirit to guide you ?

Even if it has been a long while (quench, quench), He still can and will guide you when your heart is open to Him and you are prepared to follow, but He cannot lead you if you have never received the baptism of the Holy Ghost.

Forget water baptism - that can’t save you. Have you truly trusted in the Lord ?

You can find out with just a quick little prayer - do you have the time ?

Are you absolutely positive that you have received the Holy Ghost ?

You can profess to have the Holy Ghost all you want, but that’s called

blaspheming the Holy Ghost if He is not really in you.

Be very slow to speak now -- if you continue to lie about it,

                                              then you may regret that for all of eternity.

“But he that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal damnation:”
Would you like a quick review on how NOT to blaspheme the Holy Ghost ?

If you truly would like a quick review, don’t skip pondering this page.

Belief in YOUR HEART ! (Romans 10:9-10 ; John 3:16)

YOU must accept as TRUTH that :

- YOU are a sinner.                                                                                            (Romans 3:23)
- The cost for YOUR sin is separation from God in hell forever.                           (John 5:17-30)

- There is nothing YOU can ever do to avoid paying this debt.                    (Ephesians 2:8-9)
- Jesus Christ is the Only One that could ever pay YOUR debt.                               (John 14:6)
- Jesus loves YOU so much, He was willing to die for YOU.                          (John 15:13-15)
- Christ Jesus took the shame of YOUR sin Himself.                                      (Hebrews 12:2)

- Jesus paid YOUR debt when He shed His blood and died on the cross.      (Pp2:8,Mt26:28)

- God raised the Lord Jesus Christ from the dead after three days.                  (Romans 10:9)

- God is willing to extend His mercy and grace to YOU right now.                   (II Peter 3:9)

- YOU cannot be saved without trusting in Jesus personally. YOU!         (Ephesians 1:12-13)
- Jesus is standing and knocking at the door of YOUR HEART.              (Revelation 3:19-20)

Belief in YOUR HEART ! (Romans 10:9-10 ; John 3:16)

- Intellect   is having knowledge.

- Emotion  is having feeling or understanding ( realizing how the knowledge applies )

-Will           is having power to decide and making the decision.

To believe in YOUR HEART means :

       YOUR Intellect,

      YOUR Emotion,

 and YOUR Will 

                               are All three in Absolute Affirmative Agreement with these.

ALL three MUST be in agreement with each other at the same time. TRUST requires it.

Trust is simply having faith that Jesus will save you exactly like He said He would.

Trust is simply having faith that God will keep all His promises like He said He would.

Please don’t harden your heart.

No matter what false idea of hell you have, it is REAL and it will not be fun.

Will you accept His love instead ?

Won’t you tell Him you need Him to fill that empty place in your heart ?

Jesus is knocking at the door of YOUR HEART right now.

Won’t you call out to Him and tell Him you need Him ?
After trusting in Jesus, you should continue to rely on Him all your life.

You will likely be tempted to rely on others, instead, because you don’t believe you know enough about the Bible(KJV) or because you don’t have enough time to study the Bible(KJV) for yourself. If you do find yourself saying, “I don’t have time.”,

remember to remind yourself “WHO” the time really belongs to.

Is it true that you do not make the time for the One who

paid for ALL your sins and is waiting patiently for you ?

The way to “make time” is simply to “set priorities”. What are you priorities ?

If it is still always true after setting your priorities, you had better test your salvation to see if it is a false salvation and not a true conversion.

“false salvation” is far more dangerous than a most “false doctrines”.

Any “false doctrine” that leads you to a “false salvation” is the most dangerous kind.

Build your own “sound” doctrine. If you still do not believe you can make time for this or if you  need a little more encouragement that you can indeed do this yourself,

then try praying sincerely to your Father. Maybe something like this :

Father, please make me to know the important things you have planned for me.

Help me, Lord, to change my priorities to fit within your priorities. Amen.

Of course, any prayer that does not come from your heart will likely not be heard.

Can you trust Him to guide you into ALL truth ?

That is exactly what He has promised you.

Can you count on His promises ?

ABSOLUTELY. There is NO QUESTION about it AT ALL, PERIOD.

Yes, He will lead you. BUT … only if YOU are willing to follow.

If someone has no followers, can they lead ?

Hear this :

TRADITION(practices) that is declared to be an “ordinance” or a “doctrine”

is a “false doctrine”. Yes, the ears of some will burn when they “hear” this

because they cannot “HEAR” this. They have no ears to hear.

If you place your “faith” in any “doctrine” that the Holy Spirit later leads you to

know as false, or is not confirmed by Him to be truth, you may become anxious

and your faith may be shaken. IMPORTANT REMINDER for these times -

Anytime you turn to the Lord Jesus and ask for it, He will give you rest.

“be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled,

 neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us,

 as that the day of Christ is at hand.”

Finding out about bad doctrine is no time to become anxious,

just look to the Lord Jesus and count on all of God’s promises.

He has ALWAYS been there for you,

and He is there NOW for you,

and He will ALWAYS be there for you.

You KNOW how much he loves you. You know His mercy endures FOREVER.

You know He only wants what is BEST for you, His child.

Do not be afraid of finding “false doctrine”.

He will NEVER leave you, nor forsake you.

Discovering “false doctrine” can be used by God to purify your faith and you should

let such discoveries be an encouragement to you that He is leading you.

Listen to the doctrine of others ? Yes.

Place your “faith” in doctrine without doing your own study and

comparing spiritual with spiritual and being lead by His Holy Spirit ?  NO!

ALWAYS check the “context” carefully and ALWAYS remember

the “true foundation” as you build through His guiding.

OK, back to the gospels, Acts, and Hebrews.

Again, what do we know about the context of these books ?

Are these transitional, dispensational, or both ?

Some “false doctrines” from old time and many of the “false doctrines” in this latter day have their foundation in these books. When studying doctrine founded in these books, it is well and prudent to remind ourselves of the great care and caution that should be exercised in determining what is “sound doctrine”. Take heed ?

Do you really want to save yourself and those that HEAR you ?

( Don’t take this “save yourself” out of context ! )

“for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee.”

This knowledge is not magic, it will only point toward the TRUTH.

Don’t think for a minute that just because you “speak”, they will HEAR you.

If they are not willing to HEAR the TRUTH, they will not HEAR you.

Don’t get discouraged. You KNOW whose hands we are in.

You just plant and water. Let Him take care of the growing.

“for in doing this”

“doing this” is, hopefully, what you are “doing” right now as you read “this” !

Should you listen to anything that is not “sound doctrine” ? ONLY with discernment.

Should you “accept by faith” anything that is not “sound doctrine” ? NO. NEVER.

“sound doctrine” will ALWAYS point towards God’s grace and God’s love.

If a “doctrine” points to the Old Testament law or to mis-application of the spiritual truths taught by those laws or if it points to the any earthly desires of any man,

then you can be quite sure it is not “sound doctrine”, but NEVER let any of my advice be a substitute for the “best counsel”, namely, following the Spirit of truth.

<interpretive commentary inserted>

“Now the end of the commandment<the “New Testament” law>

is charity out of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned: 

From which some<pastors included> having swerved have turned aside unto vain jangling;

Desiring to be teachers of the law;<ordinances and legalism>

understanding neither what they say, nor whereof they affirm.

<various quote “Christian” authors, elders, counselors and quote “Discipleship” programs, etc. >
But we know that the law<letter> is good,

if a man use it lawfully;<spirit - charity out of a pure heart>
Knowing this, that the law<letter> is not made for a righteous man,

but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane,

for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers, For whoremongers,

for them that defile themselves with mankind, for menstealers, for liars, for perjured persons,

and if there be any other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine; 

According to the glorious gospel<spirit> of the blessed God, which was committed to my trust.”  I Timothy 1:5-11

If you place your most holy faith into any doctrine founded in these books,

you should make CERTAIN that the Holy Spirit has lead you to that truth.

Indeed, if you intend to “teach a doctrine” as “God’s truth” to the brethren,

you may be sure that you are accountable to the One who entrusted it to you.

Try the spirits that you may KNOW from whence any such compulsion comes,

for it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God to be sure.

“What ? came the word of God out from you? Or came it unto you only?”

Pray no man ever grows haughty enough to answer this in the affirmative.

“Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.”

While no scripture is of any private interpretation, we are to study to show ourselves approved. This can often include seeking wise counsel.

“a man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels:”
Our fervent prayer is that you shall find “wise counsel” herein.

Later, we will attempt to provide at least some small amount of knowledge and insight on some of the various quote “doctrines” and “ordinances” that are based on or take significant support from these transitional books.

We pray that this might help to dispel any myths or uneasiness you feel when around those that purport such.

Remember, these transitional books are still important books in God’s word, and may still be used to “support” sound doctrine when the proper “context” is rightly divided.

“Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,

and by our gathering together unto him, That ye be not soon shaken in mind,

or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us,

as that the day of Christ is at hand. Let no man deceive you by any means:”
Should you discontinue a “practice” just because it is not “sound doctrine” ?

No, but certainly discontinue calling it “doctrine” if it is not doctrine.

Some “practices” that are not “sound doctrine” can still be good “practices”

when used lawfully( out of a pure heart ).  For example, it can simply be “practical”

for some believers to gather together in larger assemblies on days of the week that

customarily allow them to have more time available away from home. The key point is

that this is “custom”, not “doctrine” and should have no part in your most holy faith.

A “practice” should not be called an “ordinance” or a “doctrine” under grace.

IF … you have the Spirit, YOU ARE under grace.
Thank You, Lord, for your abundant grace ! Amen.

A “trap” that prevents so many Christians from being able to fulfill their

potential by being all that God wants them to be is that they are lead into a legalistic belief by some “well meaning” believers immediately after conversion or lead into legalism over a period of time as they become slack in their diligence.
If you are a new believer or even a long time believer,

you have heard or likely will hear sentiments like the following

from “well meaning” believers in various “local” churches.

Their beliefs are usually arrived at through blind faith in the instruction

received from pastors, from leaders or elders, or from other quote “members” of such “local” churches.

Do not think harshly of brothers or sisters in the Lord who are ignorant.

This can happen to anyone of us. They need YOU to help them !

Ignorant. This is where we ALL started. And this is where each of us may continue to stay, but by the grace of God.

Was Paul judged harshly for the things he did in ignorance ?

“but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief.

And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus.”
While some are simply ignorant, others are “willingly” ignorant.

Should anyone be “willingly” ignorant ?

These you might never be able to reach.

Do not play with unquenchable fire. Leave them to God.

“Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind.”
Some are not ignorant of scripture, but ignorant of  “sound doctrine” (rightly divided scripture)

Because they do not use the Spirit of God, but the spirit of man to build with.

Some of the things that you may hear some say, in this ignorance, are :

“You should BECOME A MEMBER of a LOCAL church. It’s the will of God !”

“You should ATTEND a LOCAL church. It’s the will of God !”

 “Sunday, the First day of the Week, is the LORD’S DAY according to God !”

“You should be giving offerings WEEKLY on the Lord’s day. It’s the will of God !”

“You should be TITHING to a LOCAL church. It’s the will of God !”

“You should get BAPTIZED WITH WATER as an act of obedience to the Lord.”

“You should be baptized by ‘EMERSION IN WATER’ like Jesus was.”

None of these beliefs should be believed as “sound doctrines”.

Make no mistake, even if not “false” doctrine, they are NOT “sound”.

These quote “doctrines” or “ordinances” are neither, complete or balanced.

Yes, “well meaning” believers, including pastors, will often say these things in such a way as to imply that God’s word clearly teaches them with such clarity that they should almost be given a “Thou shalt !” emphasis.

This is NOT truth.

As “well meaning” as these believers may be, DO NOT believe them by FAITH !

Read God’s word (KJV).    He will guide you. He has promised you,

just as He has promised that He will save you.

These two things are TRUTH, but don’t believe me. Believe God alone.

From Romans 10,

“The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach;

That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God

hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.

For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.”

I am truly sorry, but not ashamed, to say that there are many believers which

are ignorant of these simple truths and lead many astray from God’s purposes.

“Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth:”
I tell you these things because God loves you.

 “We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us.

 Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error.

 Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God;

 and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.

 He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.”
After the most important thing, “Only believe God”, another important thing for you is to weigh and re-weigh what others try to teach you. I say “try” to teach you because while you can accept information from them, you should not believe it in your heart. Knowledge in your head should ALWAYS be kept separate from believing by faith in your heart. If you have not been walking in the Spirit for some time, you may well have blurred the glass between these two things.

You can change this today. Simply start over from the foundation.

Don’t be discouraged. You can build quickly. He will give you strength.

We will go into specific beliefs in more depth later, but first, you should know that when these beliefs are held by “pastors” or “elders”, they will likely preach messages or sermons to the whole assembly or smaller groups that seem to declare their beliefs as “sound doctrine” and they may even give an indication that “not following their beliefs” is an act of willful disobedience to God.

The Spirit stings my heart just to think about this thing they will often willfully do.

We cry out for your mercy and grace Lord.

Be with those that have been led into captivity and need you to set them free.

Help us Lord to be your hand reaching out to them. Amen.

Obviously, these unseemly views about obedience to God can easily stir up feelings of guilt in weaker brethren who are yet uncertain of what the Lord says about such legalism and are likely to be unaware that they should not and need not believe anything by faith, blindly.

Does God want the blind leading the blind ?

“Can the blind lead the blind? shall they not both fall into the ditch?

 The disciple is not above his master: but every one that is perfect shall be as his master.”
Their “inference” to believe their beliefs blindly is often the primary method employed by those seeking to “build” or “grow” their “own” church, often because they have either never trusted or do not now trust in the Lord to build His own church. Who really adds to the church ?

“And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.”

Yes, this scripture is from the book of Acts and, yes, as you can see,

some “sound doctrine” IS supported by the transitional books,

but  the “support” should NEVER contradict it or conflict with it.

Are you wondering, “What if I make a mistake ?”  We ALL make mistakes.

Yes, we ALL make mistakes. You can learn from your mistakes and, importantly, you should learn from the mistakes of others.

In the Bible(KJV), the books of “I Corinthians” and “Galatians” are good places to study when building your doctrine because these epistles were written to believers that had made many mistakes in building their doctrine.

Remember, God does not require blind faith. His “sound doctrine” is evident.

“O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth,

before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you?

This only would I learn of you,

Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?

Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?”

They began being lead by the spirit, but fell back to using the wisdom of man.

“For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him?”

Was that a mistake ? Count on it. That is a “sound doctrine”.

Can mistakes be corrected ? Yes. Is there a cost for mistakes ? Yes.

The cost of a mistake left uncorrected is far more than a mistake that you correct right away. Need help fixing the mistake ? Go to your Father.

Yes, they fell back to using the wisdom of man, but you can learn from that.

God wants to freely give you what you need to prevent mistakes.

“For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him?

even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.

Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God;

that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God.

Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth,

but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.

But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man.

For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him?

But we have the mind of Christ.”

Try the Spirit -- Do you believe you “have to” do His work ?

Would this be a mistake ?

God does not want you bound by force or duty to do His work.

He wants you bound through the spirit of love and love in the Spirit.

“not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.”
If you are truly saved, love cannot be forgotten whenever you remember

what He did for you on the cross. You do remember what He did often, right ?

Will men judge you, even pastors and elders ?

You can be quite sure about it. Have they ever judged you before ?

If not, be patient. Do not let the judgment of “man” dissuade you.

Should you let any man judge you for NOT having faith in something that you have not been lead into by the Holy Spirit ?

“Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth:”
“for whatsoever is not of faith is sin.”

“But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man.”

Are you to please men or God ?

 “For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men?

 for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ.”
“sound doctrines” will NEVER contradict or be in conflict with one another.

Do you remember how to build your doctrine ?

OK, you are still learning how to build your doctrine

and maybe you have made some mistakes in what you have built.

Is there anything that you cannot undo, with God’s help ?

An “ordinance” means a “local” law. 

What and if you have accepted as an “ordinance”, or as doctrinal, a practice that you neither, diligently studied, nor were lead by the Spirit into, and you began to act on it or have been acting on it for a long while ?

First and foremost, thank your Father for revealing it to you.

After that, you should stop calling it an “ordinance” or a “doctrine”

so that others will not stumble at your words.

Next, if it does “no harm” and does not go against ANY “sound doctrine” that you hold by true faith, you may continue the practice, but you are certainly not required to continue ANY practice.

Lastly, if you learn that it DOES conflict with or is contrary to ANY

“sound doctrine” you should cease any such practice immediately and ask God for guidance for what you should do next.

A pastor told me you should never say ALWAYS or NEVER.

Did that pastor say “never” when he said that ?

“sound doctrine” will be ALWAYS be complete.

Clearly, the foundation for ALL “sound doctrine” is the most evident -

Jesus Christ and Him crucified. We are complete in Him.

The cross is the fulcrum(“balance” point) of EVERYTHING. Time and eternity.

Through the cross, you are made “complete” in Him.

Even those who nailed His hands could not stop the balance.

They nailed one of His hands to one side of the cross and

They nailed one of His hands to the other side of the cross.

One on one side, one on the other. Balanced.

When he shed His mortal body on the cross, His work was complete.

Balanced and complete in all that He is and all that He does.

Yes, the doctrines He gives us will be balanced and complete.

If you are born again, the “sound doctrine” of loving the Lord is evident.

The Lord loves you. You love the Lord. Balanced and complete.

The most evident “sound doctrine”, second only to the love between

you and the Lord is to love your neighbor as yourself. (See Mark 12:29-31 also.)
“For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.”

In the epistle to correct the Galatians, we find that, in order to

practice this “sound doctrine”, you should be led of the Spirit.

 “For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.

 But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed one of another.

This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.

For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh:

and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.

But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.”

This last use of the word “law” means a “carnal” practice or tradition.

An “ordinance” means a “local” law. A practice or tradition.

But speak thou the things which become sound doctrine:

A “practice” or “tradition” that is “declared” to be doctrinal should be “evident”.

If it is NOT, it is “false doctrine”.

Do you believe your Lord is more concerned about how much doctrine you have built or about what “kind” of doctrine you have built ?

While this following list of seven statements is, by no means, a complete list of “traditions or practices that are often taught as ordinances or doctrines”,

we will attempt to explore these particular “false doctrines” in more depth later.

“You should BECOME A MEMBER of a LOCAL church.”

“You should ATTEND a LOCAL church.”

 “Sunday, the First day of the Week, is the LORD’S DAY according to God.”

“You should be giving offerings WEEKLY on the Lord’s day.”

“You should be TITHING to a LOCAL church.”

“You should get BAPTIZED WITH WATER as an act of obedience to the Lord.”

“You should be baptized by ‘EMERSION IN WATER’ like Jesus was.”

Are you looking for a good “local” church ?

Does a “local” church, that you are looking at for fellowship,

consider any of these seven statements to be doctrinal ?

The preaching themes of a church that holds to these “views” of membership

or attendance will likely contain, “selling as doctrinal”, most of these other traditions as well, especially the “tithing”. Any wonder ? ( I Timothy 6:10 )

This should be no wonder to us, for we were warned.

I use the word “view” rather than the word “doctrine” regarding

the two statements about membership in and attendance of a “local” church, because the truth(soundness) or error(fallacy) of these two statements

depend upon how one defines a “local” church.

How do the pastors that you know define a “local” church ?!

Determine their definition and test the soundness of these using their definition.

If you do not yet know how to determine or test their definition against these,

then do not accept the statements as truth.

Attendance and Tithing. The measure of success for today’s “local” church ?

Do you know what “today” is dispensationally ?

 “If you attend regularly and tithe consistently, you’re right us and you’re right with God.”

Is this a statement that a Laodicean church might make ?

If your not “hot” about preaching the gospel and

 your  not “cold” about giving some money to the work of God,

are you not “lukewarm” ?

“So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.”
Could Satan and his minsters use Laodicean pastors and “local” churches to lure born again believers into traditions that oppress ?

Would the devil use Laodicean pastors and “local” churches to lure born again believers into their traditions ?

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world.

Resist the temptation to believe their traditions through blind faith.

If what they teach is truth, they will not require you to act outside of faith.

A pastor who is approved of God will display love and patience.

For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves

into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed

as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.

Yes, Satan’s ministers ARE in the pulpits of Christian churches.

OK. Maybe not every one of the churches, but how can you know which of these churches to avoid ?

#1 Do they preach the gospel ?

#2 Do the things they speak become “sound doctrine” ?

Things which do not become “sound doctrine” can easily become traps.

Some Laodicean pastors may even seem to display love and patience,

having been transformed into a minister of righteousness,

but if their doctrine is not supported by the word of God or if you are not lead by the Spirit then do not place your faith in those minister’s position.

If you were recently born again as a new Christian(a new creature) or if you have not diligently and carefully studied what the Bible(KJV) says about being lead by His Spirit, you can become easy prey to Satan’s traps.

Good advice for all Christians, in order to help avoid falling into traps, is to find

faithful and mature Christian friends and to hold each other accountable.

Does God want a child of His to be trapped or to be set free ?

“And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”
The measure of success for today’s “local” church.

Do you know how God measures success and prosperity ?

Yes, Satan’s ministers ARE in the pulpits of quote “Christian churches”.

And his ministers ARE also in the “pulpits” of quote “Christian nations”.

You do know what the pulpit of a nation is, don’t you ?

Have you ever tried to measure your heart ? Can you ? Will you ? Do you ?

What you don’t measure now, Someone, yes, some One, will measure later.

Sorry, I got a little sidetracked.

Back to Attendance and Tithing.

The measure of success for today’s “local” church ?

Most “Laodicean pastors” with scholarship standing, seminary background, position of authority, etc., may also be likely to lean toward holding the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes, though not openly, and may even specifically promote or teach that you should be in submission to them as “the elder”.

What did some ask of Jesus ? Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition of the elders?
My friend, a true elder is one that follows Jesus Christ in all things and rightly divides the word of truth before teaching others. Balance says -

No elder will ALWAYS rightly divide the word of truth before teaching others, but he should try to give all diligence and be slow to speak.

Self-promoting “be in submission to the elder” pastors will likely ALWAYS stay far from rightly dividing the “context” of the passages that they draw this unseemly half-truth from and they will likely have some charisma.

Do you know what God calls a half-truth ?

You can be ABSOLUTELY CERTAIN that Lord God did not give earthly pastors or elders free reign in the use of their authority, for He knows man.

 “But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because he knew all men,

 And needed not that any should testify of man: for he knew what was in man.”
Look at the balancing part of the “submit unto the elder” which almost none of these “men” will teach you. There is ALWAYS balance in the Bible(KJV).

Our God is not off balance, nor does He want you to be off balance.

You should use His Spirit and His word to keep you in balance.

“God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.”

Let’s look to see if balance is taught in this “submission”.

What does this “submit unto the elder” teaching really mean ?

“Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder.

Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: 

for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt

you in due time: Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.”

So, should you submit to an elder ? Yes, as the elder follows Christ.

Allow the elder to go unchecked ? No. Subjected and clothed with humility.

How many pastors or elders do you know that are clothed with humility ?

“Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.”
If a pastor or elder is NOT following Christ by example -

                                                                              DO NOT FOLLOW.

If you fail to choose NOT TO FOLLOW, you still have made a decision that YOU alone will be held accountable for.

A Christian can be patient, but a Christian CANNOT place things on hold or just ignore things without receiving just rewards. (“just” as in “true justice”)

Prophesy “today” simply means the expounding of truth or,

from one of Webster’s dictionaries, “to give instruction”.

Should the prophesy of a pastor or elder go unchecked ?.

“How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, every one of you hath a psalm,

hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation.

Let all things be done unto edifying.

If any man speak in an unknown tongue, let it be by two, or at the most by three, and that by course; and let one interpret. But if there be no interpreter, let him keep silence in the church; and let him speak to himself, and to God.

Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the other judge.

If any thing be revealed to another that sitteth by, let the first hold his peace.

For ye may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and all may be comforted.

And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets.

For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.”

Do you judge the doctrine that is put forth from every man ? You should.

“Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how much more things that pertain to this life?”
If a pastor holds to preaching those things which do not become

“sound doctrine” or things which cause confusion or cause weaker

bretheren to stumble, do you have to “stay” under submission to that elder ?

“But when ye sin so against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience, ye sin against Christ.”

Will you settle for a church that is doing the least number of things against the will of God or that has the fewest number of false doctrines?

A pastor that has control over the budget, especially his own salary should be a warning sign to you. I am not saying that full time elders should not be paid well, but just to be very cautious of men that “demand” excessive compensation.

On the other side of the coin, if a church exacts profit from those that are taking part in the ministries of that church or does not provide sufficiently for the pastor or elders, Beware.

“For the scripture saith, Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn.

 And, The labourer is worthy of his reward.”

A warning sign(to take notice) is when a church makes profit from a ministry.

What did the moneychangers in the temple do ?

Whom did the “moneychangers” serve ? Can they serve two masters ?

A church, single-mindedly seeking to further the gospel of His Kingdom,

has no, nor needs any, sermons on these topics, though these churches are few and far between in this latter day.

Are we to be single minded ? ( I Corinthians 2:16, James 1:8, James 4:8 )

One of our fervent prayers should be that all doctrines would be put under bright “light” in all the churches of God and that each of us be single minded

in furthering the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Do YOU know who should be letting the “light” shine ?

Even a young Christian should be able to realize that it is not wise

to take a few verses and build a doctrine on them ?

                ( especially from transitional books such as Acts or Hebrews )
If you were ignorant of this before, you are not ignorant now,

unless you choose to be willingly ignorant.

Just don’t be ignorant of the answer to this one question:

           Does God want you to remain ignorant ?

What did He say seven times in the New Testament ?

“would not have you ignorant”                              ( from Romans 1:13 )

“would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant” ( from Romans 11:25 )

“would not that ye should be ignorant”                 ( from I Corinthians 10:1 )

“would not have you ignorant”                              ( from I Corinthians 12:1 )

“would not, brethren, have you ignorant”             ( II Corinthians 1:8 )

“would not have you to be ignorant”                     ( from  I Thessalonians 4:13 )

“be not ignorant”                                                    ( from II Peter 3:8 )
We pray that the information presented here will help many to realize the answer and to DO what God has asked of us.

“pastor” is an office of authority, whose authority is God.

Every “pastor” should KNOW that, through the authority of the office,

the words spoken or written by that office have this implicit authority.

Because many, by the grace of God, have had good experiences with

certain manners of fellowship and worship or practices, they readily accept that the instruction they are given, by those in leadership offices, is sound biblical doctrine. Even if it is not explicitly stated, it is implicit in the office.

Many fall into the trap of believing that those in these offices always follow the Lord and preach only “sound doctrine”. Clearly, it is these teachers that should strive hard to prevent such an easy implicit assumption when they knowingly speak “other than sound doctrine”. But the reality, far too often, is that some of these elders seem desire such an implicit assumption.

I do not “know”, but God knows and His recompense is very patient.

If there are any such desires, we may know from whence they come.

 “For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life,

  is not of the Father, but is of the world.”  - I John 2:16
Some of these desirous men may call themselves disciplers, disciples, ministry leaders, or any number of other titles. The title does not matter, but the position of authority DOES matter. Of this, you may be sure. (James 3:1)
It is some of these same souls which are likely to be hard pressed to describe how they arrived at these, quote, “doctrines”. And of those that can provide a description, what description they do provide seems to have always been arrived at through an incomplete or inaccurate use of scripture and often simply reiterated, nearly verbatim, from pre-printed instruction they have received, usually passed down by tradition.

It is the nature of man to provide only material that supports their own belief.

Incomplete or inaccurate use of scripture should be considered “out of context”.

AGAIN --

It is the nature of man to provide only material that supports their own belief.

Incomplete or inaccurate use of scripture should be considered “out of context”.
KEEP THESE POINTS IN MIND AS YOU READ THIS MATERIAL ALSO.

If you believe this material is to make a profit from you or to lure you into a position of friendship for gain or to bring you into submission to the one putting the words on paper, or electronic paper, be CAUTIOUS.

These words are intended to be the truth spoken (written) in love.

The beliefs espoused herein were under the guidance of His Holy Spirit.

If and though an occasional fleshly influence may have crept in - purge it.

Many would be found liars(by God) if they said that the Holy Spirit lead

them into their belief in all of the doctrines they hold to by faith.

Born again believer, you have the Holy Spirit, what says He ?

Is the life in a man’s instruction or is life in the shed blood of Jesus Christ ?

Do we have the power to live as Christ would or is it in His Spirit ?

If a “local” church seems to be draining the “life” out of you,

do you believe that is a good practice for you ?

Know this - YOU, not a pastor that gives you instruction, but YOU,

and YOU alone, must study to show YOURSELF approved unto God.

YOU will be held accountable for YOUR decisions to study or to NOT to study.

YOU will be held accountable for YOUR decisions to act or to NOT to act.

Even if you only KNOW a little TRUTH, ACT on what you KNOW.

He will teach you more when you are ready.

Some take “pride” in their “local” church and in their established “doctrines”

often without even trying to come to a studied decision about what their “local” church teaches, let alone studying diligently while being lead by the Spirit.

I say this not to shame anyone, but that He might bring to

remembrance that which is written for our edification.

“For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life,

is not of the Father, but is of the world.”  - I John 2:16
If studying pre-packaged materials which provide support for maintaining a doctrinal stances on the practices within a “local” church does not meet with the leading of the Spirit, then to provide things honest in the sight of men, questions should be asked and answered by those that support the materials.

In addition, consider how and why those materials came to be.

“Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.”

 “Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD:

  though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow;

  though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.

 If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land:”
Periodically, in your walk with Him --

Ask ( yourself and God ) about beliefs you have considered

or are still considering accepting into your most holy faith.

Here is an incomplete list of some possible questions to ask :

Does the belief benefit those teaching the belief ?

Did the belief originate for biased reasons ?

Does the belief really come from the Bible(KJV) ?

Does the Bible(KJV) make the belief evident ?

Is the belief complete and balanced ?

Does the belief contradict or conflict with “sound doctrine” ?

Does the belief point to the grace and love of God ?

Can the belief be a stumblingblock for weaker brethren ?

Can the belief be a hindrance to the lost ?

Have I studied this belief diligently in the Spirit ?

Have I been lead by the Spirit into this belief ?

Is the belief for all believers ?

Should I have faith in this belief before God alone ?

Have I been lead that this belief is “sound doctrine” ?

Have I been lead by the Spirit to teach this belief ?

You should have the basic idea by now, but continue in prayer.

All should be able to agree on this: Many practices in the books of the gospels,

the book of Acts, and the book of Hebrews were only transitional examples and instructions and should NEVER be considered to be “sound doctrine”.

As promised earlier, we are moving to present some of the “false doctrine” beliefs

in more depth, but strong ADMONITION must be reiterated first, for prudence:

BY ALL MEANS --

TRADITION that is declared to be “doctrine” is “false doctrine”.
Do not to discontinue a practice just because it is not “sound doctrine”.

Some practices that are not “sound doctrine” can still be good practices when used lawfully( out of a pure heart ).  For example, it can simply be practical for believers to gather together in larger assemblies on days of the week that customarily allow many to have more time available.

The key point is that this is “custom”, not “doctrine” and

should have no part in your most holy faith.
My pastor says that the New testament indicates that “local” churches met on Sunday and so we are to meet on Sundays and that I should become a member of a “local” church and give a weekly “tithe” or offering to a “local” church and that I should submit to “water baptism” in front of a “local” church and that I should be “faithful” to God’s established institution, a “local” church.

I thought that God established THE CHURCH of ALL believers.

I’m getting confused with all these things I must DO !

First, do not be troubled. Remember His promise to guide you.

You do not NEED to do anything,

except for what the Spirit of God leads you to do.

Your pastor probably needs to learn more about THE church himself.

Ask if he can explain the Old Testament church to you, written of in Acts 7:38.

If a pastor claims to fully understand this “great mystery”, please ask if we could all receive the edification. Is that not the function of a pastor ?

You may not have learned how to follow the leading of the Holy Spirit yet.

In such a case, you do not NEED to do ANYTHING, but you will likely want to learn more about the Lord Jesus and what He wants for your life.

To do this, read the Bible(KJV) and seek, through prayer, your loving Father.

Again, good advice may be to find faithful and mature Christian friends to help you in your growth, but be certain to ALWAYS verify what they say matches what God says in His word.

To go beyond this, realize that the description of a “local” church should be based on the word of God. Then you should seek to determine what a pastor defines his “local” church to be. 

You should also attempt to come to understand what the Spirit teaches you about what God’s word says about that “local” church as described by that pastor. If that pastor’s belief about the “local” church is founded or takes a large amount of support from any of the transitional books, ye do well that ye take heed in accepting any description as “sound doctrine”. Remember the starting list of questions ?

Add many more to them when addressing a “great mystery”.

“This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.”
Do you have to have a “local” church to build you up ?

“I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up”

Do you have to have a “local” church to teach you ?

“ye need not that any man teach you:

  but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie”

Do you have to have a “local” church to strengthen you ?

“The LORD is my strength and my shield;”

“I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.”
You should try to come to an understanding of what the Spirit teaches you

about a “local” church or churches from many passages in the Bible(KJV),

such as those found in or near:

Matthew 18:17-20; Acts 16:5; Romans 16:5; Acts 11:22; Acts 14:23(Note the meaning of ordain);

Acts 20:28; I Corinthians 4:17; I Corinthians 6:4; I Corinthians 14:35; I Corinthians 16:1,19;

II Corinthians 8:19; Ephesians 3:10,21; Colossians 1:18,24; I Thessalonians 1:1; II Thessalonians 1:1;

I Timothy 3:5,15; I Timothy 5:16; Philemon 1:2; Hebrews 2:12; Hebrews 12:23; James 5:14;

III John 1:6-10; Revelation 1:4

Do not let this task overwhelm you, just follow Jesus.

Understand that “local” church is so closely associated with “the church” that you absolutely must rely on the Holy Ghost to guide you. There is only one place in the Bible(KJV) where something is described as a “great mystery”.

“This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.”
Be very patient. Do not approach this as if it were something to overcome.

This is an area where you can continue to grow as with all the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. Do not fret, just love the brethren.

So, what about a LOCAL CHURCH definition ?

Don’t accept it until you learn and are lead.

Should you “take support from” or “build a doctrine on” or determine a “definition of” or a “purpose for” a “local” church “today” using this passage from the transitional book of Acts ?

Study this very carefully and with all diligence.       Acts 2:42-47

“And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles. And all that believed were together, and had all things common;

And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need. And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread

from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart,

Praising God, and having favour with all the people.

And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.”
MORE DEPTH ON “LOCAL” CHURCH “STUFF”

MEMBERSHIP

 “You should BECOME A MEMBER of a LOCAL church. It’s the will of God !”

ATTENDANCE & LORD’S DAY

“You should ATTEND a LOCAL church. It’s the will of God !”

WEEKLY OFFERING & TITHE

“You should be giving offerings WEEKLY on the Lord’s day. It’s the will of God !”

“You should be TITHING to a LOCAL church. It’s the will of God !”

WATER BAPTISM
“You should get BAPTIZED WITH WATER as an act of obedience to the Lord.”

“You should be baptized by ‘EMERSION IN WATER’ like Jesus was.”

Hang in there now, I know this is a lot. Don’t fret. Just thank Him continually.

Thank you for reaching out to us with YOUR helping hand Lord Jesus.

Does the the word of God really say that you should become a quote “member” of a quote “local” church and quote “attend regularly” at a quote “place designated” by a quote “local” church and give quote “tithes” or offerings on quote “the Lord’s day”, meaning Sundays, and also to readily submit to quote “believer’s baptism” in front of quote “members” of the quote “local” church ?

So what about MEMBERSHIP at a quote “local” church ?

When you were born again,

you became a member of the church as a member of the body of Christ.

To push “doctrine” beyond this “membership” is not “sound doctrine”.

Is it a harmful tradition ?

That may depend on one’s background and how it is taught.

Don’t accept it until you learn and are lead by the Spirit.

So what about ATTENDANCE at a quote “local” church ?

                 (See LORD’s DAY below also.)

While a pastor can be fully persuaded in his own mind that Sunday services should be attended according God, the Bible(KJV) clearly indicates that the “same persuasion” is NOT required of anyone else, including YOU.

“One man esteemeth one day above another: another esteemeth every day alike.

  Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind.”
To   “knowingly”  teach otherwise is not handling the word of God honestly.

To “unknowingly” teach otherwise is to be ignorant.

If a pastor is ignorant in this, the depth of ignorance may reach even deeper.

“But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness,

  nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth

  commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.”

Some pastors today simply don’t know and others likely don’t want to know, because ignorance is to their advantage in building “their” church.

My pastor and quote “friend” goes on to say that the Bible(KJV) says,

“Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together” and

“so much the more, as ye see the day approaching” and

that this means a “local” church.

Again, if this concerns a “local” church, hold this in mind, but don’t accept it

until you learn and are lead. If you EVER have ANY confusion, don’t accept

what is taught as “doctrine” and CERTAINLY NOT as “sound doctrine”.

Going beyond this…

Indeed, the pastor has the right Bible(KJV), and it does say these things

in “one” place in the transitional book of “Hebrews”.

This last statement should be ringing a bell for a quick student.

What is the “context” ? Is it a commandment ?

Perhaps the church in Galatia would think this commandment is in the law.

No. Don’t accept it until you learn and are lead by the Spirit.

What about ATTENDANCE and WEEKLY OFFERING at

                                                                           a quote “local” church ?

If a believer, in their walk with the Lord, determines that part of the stewardship of their resources, which are ALL given to them by God,

DOES include attendance at, involvement with, or giving to

a quote “local” church, Alleluia ! Praise God!

If a believer, in their walk with the Lord, determines that the

stewardship of their resources, which are ALL given to them by God,

DOES NOT include attendance at, involvement with, or giving to

a quote “local” church, Alleluia ! Praise God!

Do you see how things end up – either way ? Alleluia ! Praise God!

Will a pastor or elder speak against this ?  Will they kick against the pricks ?

WEEKLY OFFERING ? ( See the TITHE below also. )

“But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice:”

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice,

  holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.”

Would giving a “tithe”, outside of faith in the “tithe”, be pleasing to God ?
What about WATER BAPTISM ?

“You should get BAPTIZED WITH WATER as an act of obedience to the Lord.”

“You should be baptized by ‘EMERSION IN WATER’ like Jesus was.”

Do you have to have a quote “local” church for the baptizing ordinance ?

This quote, “water baptism ordinance”, is a whole separate discussion;

however, if such did exist, could it be done outside of a “local” church ?
The answer is: what do you mean by a “local” church ?

Was a “local” church present when Phillip baptized a eunuch ? (Acts 8:35-38)

Was a Matthew 18:20 “local” church present ?

Please note that any LINK referenced here was likely written at various other times and may or may not be in the same style and

may or may not repeat some of the same information presented here.

LINK water baptism
LORD’s DAY

“Sunday, the First day of the Week, is the LORD’S DAY according to God !”

LINK the Lord’s day
TITHING
“You should be TITHING to a LOCAL church. It’s the will of God !”

LINK tithe
The following commentary about a “local” church

should not be construed to be any sort of doctrine or

a full or complete description of a “local” church.

       A “local” church

                               The “definition of” something

                                        does not establish

                                 the “doctrine for” something.
                         The “existence of” something

                                        does not establish

                         the “reason for” something.

“Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together”

“and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.”

What ?    “assembling ourselves together”

Who ?   Does this mean ALL born again believers ?

                     Does this mean ALL born again believers

                  are to assemble at ONE location?

Why?   What is the reason for assembling together ?

When ? Do you have to assemble on a Sunday ? Every Sunday ?

How ? Must it be face to face ? Do you have to have a physical line of sight ?

Where ? Does it have to be at a quote “local” church (define it first)

                         or must it be at certain location such as a building or a house ?

To help answer these -

Should we look at the CONTEXT and compare with other Scripture ?

Who ? 

As with much of the New Testament,

this is, indeed, written for “ALL” born again believers.

Can “SOME” of these be quote “members” of  a quote “local” churches ? Yes.

Must  “ALL”  of these be quote “members” of a quote “local” church ?
                                                             This depends on the definitions you use.

“For where two or three are gathered together in my name” Amen.
Can a local church be unregistered and consist of only two or three believers ?                Must there be a written covenant ?

Are “ALL” quote “members” of  a quote “local” churches really born again believers ? 

Why?

What is the reason for assembling together ?

From the CONTEXT of the text of the Scripture,

the reason is “to provoke unto love and to good works:”

and for “exhorting one another:”   To “exhort” means to “comfort”.
· Try to NEVER lose sight of the “Why” !

When ?   When do you see your brother have need ?

If we follow the similar reasoning from this same transitional book of Hebrews,

one would seem to be lead to conclude “every day”.   “But exhort one another daily”
Must exhorting one another take place at a quote “local” church “building”

and during quote “local” church quote “services” ?

Isn’t that what quote “Sunday” is for ?  ( See LINK the Lord’s day also. )

Some TRUTH -- There is no commandment in this regard, but from Romans 14

                    “One man esteemeth one day above another:

                        another esteemeth every day alike.

            Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind.”

                                               AND

                      “for whatsoever is not of faith is sin.”

Note:  If you are fully persuaded to observe, quote, “local” church services

           frequently because you have faith that it is the will of God for you

           then you had better observe those services frequently.

                “and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.”

           For those who have the “Sunday” faith, does “so much the more” mean

           they should miss fewer Sunday services ?

           Answer: depends on their persuasion and faith.

How ?    Communicate.
 “But to do good and to communicate forget not:

   for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.” Hebrews 13:16

What manner of communication ?

“exhorting one another:”   To “exhort” means to “comfort”.

Where ?

Do you meet at a quote “local” church “every day” ?

Again, if you follow the thinking from Hebrews, “But exhort one another daily”,
one would have to lead to conclude that this exhorting one another

would have to be done anywhere and everywhere.

“For where two or three are gathered together in my name”

It can apply to every method of gathering.

If the communication can reach, the Spirit can reach.

Even at a prison                           separated by concrete walls ?                      Yes.

Even at an office building            separated by cubicle partitions ?                 Yes.

Even at a television or telephone separated by satellites ?                               Yes.

Even at the computer                   separated by network cables ?                     Yes.

Even at a quote “local” church    separated by self-righteous church goers ? Yes.

What is YOUR “definition of ” a quote “local” church ?

What is YOUR “doctrine for”  YOUR “definition of ” a quote “local” church ?

Must an evangelist have a quote “local” church ? Which one should it be ?

If you stop searching, you will surely stop finding.

It seems that many who want to “reason” that modern technology

to support their own belief regarding Revelation 11:9, invariably,

refuse to allow the application of that exact same “reason” to support another believer’s belief regarding other verses, such as Hebrews 10:25 or Matthew 18:20.

Revelation 11:9   And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and nations shall see

their dead bodies three days and an half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in graves.

Hebrews 10:25   Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is;

but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.

Matthew 18:20 For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.
I can only yearn to say –

Speak the truth in love – but KNOW the truth when you speak.

You “can” KNOW the truth.

John 16:13  Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth:

for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak:

and he will show you things to come.
Yes, you can KNOW the truth, but NOT by applying human reasoning.

I Corinthians 2:13   Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth,

                                         but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.
If you KNOW “sound doctrine”, you CAN stake your eternal destiny on it.

From John 8 … If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed;

                                  And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.
From I Timothy 4 … meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving

                                                                of them which believe and know the truth.

If you do not or would not stake your eternal destiny on a matter –

Please, for the sake of the body of Christ, Do not strive about it.

II Timothy 2:14 Of these things put them in remembrance, charging them before the Lord

that they strive not about words to no profit, but to the subverting of the hearers.
Instead, be kind and show love.   Amen ?

                                                         Amen.
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