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  BIBLE STUDY

Basic two-step plan :

1) We must have the inerrant, infallible Word of God !

II Peter 1:16-19

“16For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming

    of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17For he received from God the Father

    honour and glory, when there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory,

   This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.

18And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount.

19We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed,

   as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts:”
What is this word of prophesy that is more sure than God’s voice that said,

“This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” ?  It is God’s Word !

Proverbs 30:5-6

“5Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him.

  6Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar.”

2) We must allow the Holy Spirit to lead !

John 16:13

“Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will show you things to come.”
I Corinthians 2:12

“Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God;

 that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God.”

II Peter 1:20

“20Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.”

I John 2:27

“But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you:

 but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie,

 and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.”

I Thessalonians 5:17

“Pray without ceasing.”
I Thessalonians 5:19

“Quench not the Spirit.”

Hint: If you are not praying to God, you are probably not lead by the Spirit of God.

Psalm 25:5

“Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day.”

Psalm 43:3

“O send out thy light and thy truth: let them lead me;

let them bring me unto thy holy hill, and to thy tabernacles.”

          Important things to bear in mind.

Most importantly - Your personal relationship with Jesus Christ

                                         and your daily walk with the Lord

                                 are far more important than any Bible Study.
We are instructed to think – and to think soberly.

Romans 12:3 

“For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you,

not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly,

according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.”
Here’s sober – We are evil and have a sin nature to overcome.

Matthew 7:11

“If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children,

how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him?”

Romans 7:18-20

“18For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing:

  for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not.

19For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do.

20Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.”

James 4:5

“Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy?”

We are instructed be sober . . . and vigilant

Because we have a formidable adversary.

I Peter 5:8

 “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil,

  as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:

What are the adversary’s methods ? What was his first ?

Cause us to question God’s Word !

Genesis 3:1

“Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made.

 And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?”

What does the adversary still use as a method ?

Cause us to question God’s Word !

Would the great imitator give you imitations of God’s Word ?

II Corinthians 2:11

“Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices.”
Remember Step #1 - We must have God’s inerrant, infallible Word !

Does this mean the King James Version ?  YES, but use step #2 to be sure.

Would Satan use false teachers to try to supplant God’s Word?

( Some false teachers are the many new versions of the Bible. )

II Peter 2:1

But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.                       ( *privily = privately, secretly, discreetly )
Who will be involved in the Bible Study ?

If you want to study with others, you should pray and seek a faithful teacher.

I Peter 4:7
“But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer.”

II Timothy 2:2

“And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses,

 the same commit thou to faithful men,

 who shall be able to teach others also.”

Do you have a faithful teacher or do you use a study book ?

Even a faithful teacher may have you use a study book.

Exercise great care in using any study book ! 

  ( Even if the study book comes from a, quote, “Christian” Book Store. )

Matthew 7:15

“Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.”
Colossians 2:8

“Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit,

  after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.”
Know the author !

Who is the Author of the material ? A child of this world ?

Romans 12:2

“And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind,

  that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”
II Timothy 4:3

“For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine;

 but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;”

Know the author !

Do you trust because the Author seems to have a respected title or position ?

II Corinthians 11:13-15

“13For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.14And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. 15Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.

Luke 20:46

“Beware of the scribes, which desire to walk in long robes, and love greetings in the markets,

  and the highest seats in the synagogues, and the chief rooms at feasts;”

Know the author !

What does the study book contain ?

Any false or misleading statements or assumptions ?

II Timothy 4:4

“And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.”

I Timothy 4:7

“But refuse profane and old wives’ fables, and exercise thyself rather unto godliness.”
Psalm 40:4
“Blessed is that man that maketh the LORD his trust, and respecteth not the proud, nor such as turn aside to lies.”
What does the study book attempt to teach ?

Other doctrine ?
Matthew 16:6-12

“6Then Jesus said unto them, Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.

 7And they reasoned among themselves, saying, It is because we have taken no bread.

 8Which when Jesus perceived, he said unto them,

   O ye of little faith, why reason ye among yourselves, because ye have brought no bread?

 9Do ye not yet understand, neither remember the five loaves of the five thousand,

   and how many baskets ye took up? 10Neither the seven loaves of the four thousand,

   and how many baskets ye took up? 11How is it that ye do not understand that 

   I spake it not to you concerning bread, that ye should 

   beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees?

12Then understood they how that he bade them not beware of the leaven of bread,

      but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.”

I Timothy 1:3

“As I besought thee to abide still at Ephesus, when I went into Macedonia,

  that thou mightest charge some that they teach no other doctrine,”

I Timothy 3:13

“Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.”

I Timothy 3:16

“Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them:

 for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee.”

What does the study book do ?

Matthew 7:16

“Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?”
Matthew 7:20

“Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.”

What does the study book do ?

Does it raise questions or does it provide answers ?

I Timothy 1:4

“Neither give heed to fables and endless genealogies, which minister questions,

  rather than godly edifying which is in faith: so do.”
II Timothy 2:23

“But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing that they do gender strifes.”
Titus 3:9

“But avoid foolish questions, and genealogies, and contentions, and strivings about the law;

  for they are unprofitable and vain.”
What does the study book do ?

Does it cause - doting about questions ? striving about words ? vain babblings ?

I Timothy 6:3-4

“3If  any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness; 4He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions and strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings, 5Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself.”

I Timothy 6:20

“O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust,

  avoiding profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely so called:”
II Timothy 2:14-16

“14Of these things put them in remembrance, charging them before the Lord that they strive not about words to no profit, but to the subverting of the hearers. 15Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 16But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness.”

CONCLUSION:

ALWAYS FIRST - Relationship with Christ ( lead by the Spirit of Christ )

                  NEXT - Bible study

                                But if or when your Bible Study is not in line

                                   with the principles of the Word of God –  “Take heed and beware”.

If your Bible Study does not meet your spiritual need, 

  do not let your seeking end or let your hunger fade.

Seek Him and He will show you a more perfect way.
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