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Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how much more things that pertain to this life?

                                                                                                                 I Corinthians 6:3 

    FACT or FICTION     

             Believer’s baptism is the first act of obedience.

                                                          See back for answer(
FICTION

This is a myth recently making the rounds again. ( There is nothing new under the sun. )

Believer’s baptism (“water” baptism) is absolutely NOT the FIRST act of obedience.

From the moment one is saved, every action taken and every word spoken and every thought pondered is to be in obedience to the Lord.

Don’t you think that repentance might be the FIRST act of obedience ?

Is Believer’s baptism ( “water” baptism ) necessary for salvation ? NO !

Is Believer’s baptism ( “water” baptism ) necessary to show obedience ? Maybe. Maybe not.

Believer’s baptism ( “water” baptism ) may or may not fit with your stewardship for God.

Whether or not one chooses to take part in a display such as this depends.

If you take part because the Lord has called you to take part, then it is obedience to the Lord.

If you take part because others have persuaded you, then it is obedience to men.

Water baptism is not required or specifically expected by God, unless the Holy Spirit leads you to use that particular act as part of your testimony. Men, as a matter of history, have taught otherwise.

A good shepherd will want such to be done in obedience to the Lord and , thus,

will attempt to ensure that the decision to take part is based upon the calling of the Lord

without undue influence of men to create such a desire and decision.

A good shepherd will counsel the believer to help the believer understand that water baptism is not much different from any other public display of your love for Jesus Christ, such as standing and shouting “I love the Lord Jesus who died for you and me !” in front of others.

The counseling should include a caution that “water” baptism has a history which includes people teaching and believing that “water” baptism is an act which actually saves.

There are those who have readily placed their faith and hope of salvation in trusting their “water” baptism to save them rather than solely upon what the Lord Jesus did for them.

The caution should extend to making the believer aware that “water” baptism, like any other thing we say or do, can become a stumblingblock, which means a hindrance to others in coming to the understanding of the gospel. How will you know if it might be a stumblingblock ? 

Ask the Lord for discernment and follow His leading.
None of this is to say that there is anything necessarily wrong about “water” baptism, but that this decision should be well thought out and you should have a firm grasp on the leading of the Holy Spirit.

Should men attempt to mold the testimony of another to their own liking ?

Do good friends attempt to rush one into making decisions ?

Would good friends want one to be fully informed and in prayer about decisions ?

Can Believer’s baptism ( “water” baptism ) be used to show obedience or a good witness ?

Yes, but not always. Ask the Lord for discernment and follow His leading.
